For Immediate Publication
NEW ELITE WOMEN’S AMATEUR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP LAUNCHED IN ASIA-PACIFIC
2 August 2017, St Andrews, Scotland: The R&A and Asia-Pacific Golf Confederation (APGC) have
announced that the first ever Women’s Amateur Asia-Pacific golf championship will be played at
Sentosa Golf Club in Singapore from 21-24 February 2018.
The inaugural event will take place at the New Tanjong course and will provide the most talented
women’s amateur golfers in the region with the opportunity to earn an invitation to play in two major
championships: the Ricoh Women’s British Open and the ANA Inspiration.
The winner of the Women’s Amateur Asia-Pacific will be invited by HSBC, which supports women’s
golf around the world, to play in the eleventh staging of the HSBC Women’s Championship, the
region’s leading women’s golf tournament, being played the following week on the same course at
Sentosa next year.
It was also announced that the Royal Golf Club in Japan will be the venue for the championship in
2019 and 2020.
Martin Slumbers, Chief Executive of The R&A said, “One of our overriding objectives is to identify
opportunities to further develop and grow women’s amateur golf in key regions around the world.
“The Women’s Amateur Asia-Pacific offers the chance for the region’s best amateur golfers to aspire
to compete at the highest level. We have seen how successful the Asia-Pacific Amateur
Championship has been in providing a springboard for the elite men’s amateurs and we look forward
to replicating this success in unearthing the emerging talents of the women’s game in future.”
Dr David Cherry, Chairman of the Asia-Pacific Golf Confederation, added, “It is an exciting time for
women’s amateur golf in the region and we are delighted to be partnering with The R&A to launch the
Women’s Amateur Asia-Pacific championship.
“Some of the world’s most talented women’s golfers have come from the Asia-Pacific region and we
believe that this event will be a hugely important opportunity for elite players to develop their skills and
gain valuable experience.”
The format for the championship will be 72 holes of stroke play and players will be invited to
participate from member countries of the APGC based on the WORLD AMATEUR GOLF
RANKING™.

Currently, there are 20 players from Asia-Pacific ranked in the WAGR™ Top 100, including Korea’s
Hye-jin Choi (2) and Eun-jeong Seong (9), China’s Wenbo Liu (12), and Thailand’s Pimnipa Panthong
(31) and Paphangkorn Tavatanakit (32).
A total of 86 players will make up the field and it is expected that around 20 countries will be
represented. A maximum number of six players from any country other than the host will be able to
enter. The host country will receive an additional four invitations.
Kabaya Ohayo Group and Rolex will be the championship’s principal sponsors, while IMG have been
engaged to assist with tournament staging and TV broadcasting, which will include live coverage and
highlights packages.
Ends.
Notes to Editors:
The R&A
Based in St Andrews, The R&A runs The Open, elite amateur events, international matches and
rankings. Together The R&A and the USGA govern the sport of golf worldwide, operating in separate
jurisdictions but sharing a commitment to a single code for the Rules of Golf, Rules of Amateur Status
and Equipment Standards. The R&A, through R&A Rules Ltd, governs worldwide, outside of the
United States and Mexico, with the consent of 153 organisations from amateur and professional golf
and on behalf of over 36 million golfers in 140 countries.
The R&A is committed to working for golf and supports the growth of the sport internationally and the
development and management of sustainable golf facilities.
For more information visit www.RandA.org.
Sentosa Golf Club
The New Tanjong course at Sentosa was re-opened in November 2016 after a year-long
redevelopment. The 18-hole par 72 course is set against the Singapore Straits with panoramic views
of metropolitan Singapore and will host international championships such as the HSBC Women’s
Champions in 2017 and the Asia-Pacific Amateur Championship in 2018.
For more information visit www.sentosagolflcub.com.
The Royal Golf Club
The Royal Golf Club was re-opened in March 2017.
With a concept of “Making Japanese golf the world standard”, the golf course has been newly
designed as a beautiful championship course. It is considered one of the most strategy-rich courses in
Japan.
The magnificent course will host the 2018 Mizuno Open which is part of The Open Qualifying Series
and the Women’s Amateur Asia-Pacific Championship in 2019 and 2020.
For more information visit http://the-royal-golf-club.com/english/ or https://www.kabayaohayo.com/en/.
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Caption (Left to Right): KJ Lee, General Secretary, the APGC; Martin Slumbers, Chief Executive, The
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